Timeline of events
1973: 
Marathon Oil announces Kinsale gas find. Public outcry, over what is seen as extremely generous deal by senior government officials, becomes an election issue.

1974: 
Newly elected Minister for Commerce and Industry Justin Keating directs that new licensing terms be prepared, which will include provision for 50% State participation, production royalties and other benefits to the State. Corporation tax stands at 50%.

1987 – 2001:  Successive Ministers introduce new terms which are less favourable to the State, to stimulate exploration and drilling although the record shows they had little effect in this regard.

October, 1996:  Corrib field is discovered by Enterprise Oil 70km off Mayo coast 

August, 2001:  Mayo Co. Council grants planning permission for the onshore refinery. This is appealed to An Bord Pleanála by residents and environmental groups.

August, 2001:  Minister for the Marine and Natural Resources, Mr. Frank Fahey, states publicly that the objectors are holding up progress in the west.

April, 2003:  An Bord Pleanála overturns Mayo Co. Council’s decision to grant planning permission for the refinery. Oil & gas consortium expresses disappointment with the outcome and announces that it is now considering the future of the Corrib gas project.

December, 2003:  A new planning application is submitted by the consortium, now known as Shell E&P Ireland. It includes revised plans for the removal of large quantities of peat from the refinery site.

April, 2004:  Mayo County Council grants planning permission subject to a total of 75 conditions. Objectors immediately indicate that they intend to appeal the decision to An Bord Pleanála.

October, 2004:  Shell is granted planning permission by An Bord Pleanála for the Bellanaboy refinery. The company announces that work will commence immediately. Residents express fears concerning the decision.

April, 2005:  Proceedings are instituted in the High Court to prevent residents obstructing the construction of the gas pipeline at Rossport. The High Court grants Shell the right to access private lands in the village for the installation of the pipeline. 

June, 2005:  Five residents from Rossport are jailed for contempt of court for refusing to obey the High Court order not to interfere with the construction of the Corrib gas pipeline. The men vow to stay in prison until they get justice. Families and supporters of the Rossport Five commence round the clock picketing at Shell pipeline sites in Mayo which will see all work in Rossport and on the refinery site stopped for more than a year.

July, 2005:  National rallies held in support of the Rossport Five in Castlebar, Belmullet, Ballina and Dublin. Natural Resources Minister Noel Dempsey orders Shell to dismantle three kilometres of gas pipeline that it had assembled illegally in north Mayo. Shell E&P Ireland defers laying the offshore pipeline for the Corrib gas project until 2006. Shell said the temporary suspension ''will not materially affect the project's completion schedule'', and will ''allow for a period of discussion and dialogue''.

September, 2005:  Shell to Sea representatives visit Norway and meet Statoil and public representatives. 

September, 2005:  Shell drops temporary injunction. High Court President Mr. Justice Joseph Finnegan releases the men.

April, 2006:  Shell to Sea continues to block entry to Shell pipeline and refinery sites in Mayo.
October & November 2006:  Hundreds of Gardaí brought into Erris to force Shell construction through in what is referred to as the effective occupation of the Bellanaboy area at the cost of millions of euro. Many injuries as Gardai baton charge protesters to force Shell convoy through.
April, 2007:  Willie Corduff, one of Rossport Five, wins Goldman Environmental prize
June, 2007:  Gardaí violently remove protesters who are unsuccessfully attempting to stop the illegal installment of a Shell portacabin on privately owned land near Pollathomais. A digger with lowered bucket is used as a battering ram and driven through the crowd. Some twenty civilians and two Gardaí are injured. Contractors are later forced remove the portacabin on receipt of solicitor’s letters.  Eighteen complaints will later be submitted to the Garda Ombudsman Commission, which in November 2009 will recommend disciplinary action for a senior Garda involved.
June, 2007:  Following several years of campaigning with Shell to Sea, Green Party TD         Eamonn Ryan is appointed to the ministry with responsibility for the Corrib Gas project. Under pressure from campaigners, Minster Ryan increases tax rate for oil and gas exploration and production companies. This new tax will be in addition to the 25% corporate tax rate currently employed. It will operate on a graded basis of profitability as follows:

· an additional 15% tax in respect of fields where the profit ratio* exceeds 4.5 

· an additional 10% where the profit ratio is between 3.0 and 4.5 

· an additional 5% where the profit ratio is between 1.5 and 3.0 

· no change where the profit ratio is less than 1.5

* Profit ratio is defined as rate of profits less 25% corporate tax divided by the accumulated level of capital investment. 

However this will not be applied retrospectively to Corrib Gas Project or any other licenses given out before this date.
July, 2007:  Global Community Monitor (GCM) Report criticises policing of Rossport protest.
October, 2007:  Shell to Sea stops illegal Shell drilling on a Special Area of Conservation at Glengad.
September 2008:  Pipe laying ship, the Solitaire, arrives in Broadhaven Bay. Shell to Sea campaigner Maura Harrington begins hunger strike, local fisherman Pat O’Donnell arrested to prevent him fishing in the bay. Pipe laying apparatus becomes damaged and the ship withdraws, halting construction for a year. Eight arrested as protestors in kayaks attempt to halt pipe laying preparation in Broadhaven bay.  

April and May 2009:  Several protests of up to 150 people at pipeline landfall construction site. Thursday April 13th - Willie Corduff beaten and hospitalised by several masked men at night while staging a sit-in under a lorry in the Shell compound

April 16th:  Michael Dwyer killed in Bolivia.  He had gone to Bolivia as part of a group that included four others who had worked with him as security guards at the Shell compound in Bolivia. He was in the company, and allegedly in the employ, of a Hungarian far-right leader whose stated aim was to overthrow Bolivia’s leftist government which had nationalised the oil and gas industry.
May 9th:  The third mass attempt to dismantle Shell's illegal compound, in Glengad, in as many weeks ends in several arrests

June 5-8th:  Dredging work in Broadhaven bay repeatedly stopped by protesters boarding the dredger.  Gardai destroy the protesters’ inflatable boats with knives as they had the previous summer.

June 11th, 2am:  Pat O'Donnell's boat the 'Iona Isle' boarded by four armed and masked men and sunk while he is fishing four kilometers from shore.
June 2009:  New York cases results in release of secret papers which 'show how Shell targeted Nigeria oil protests'
June 2009:  Pat & Jonathan O'Donnell arrested and their boats commandeered by Gardaí, Irish Navy ships in Broadhaven bay. 
June 2009:  Seven Shell to Sea protestors imprisoned on minor public order charges after being refused legal aid representation and refused bail.
July 2009:  High Court throw out many of the cases against those arrested and held without bail to repress protests during the Solitaires pipe laying operation. Judge Geoffrey Browne criticises Judge Devins observing that the “original objection to bail was a pure waste of time and money.”

September 9th:  Maura Harrington jailed for fourth time in a year for protest activities.
October 2009:  Non-violent direct action protests continue at Shell construction sites.
November 2009:  Garda Ombudsman Commission recommends that disciplinary action be taken against a senior member of An Garda Siochána over the handling of the June 2007 protest. An Bord Pleanála finds that up to half of the final section of Shell’s proposed route for the onshore pipeline is ‘unacceptable’ on safety grounds.
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